
3/24/09 - Halvorson announces stimulus funding for local veterans

  Manteno Veterans Home, LaSalle Veterans Home, Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery to
Receive American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Funding
  

Veterans also eligible for one-time $250 payments

  

(Washington, DC) -

  

Congresswoman Debbie Halvorson today announced local veterans homes and the Abraham
Lincoln National Cemetery will be allocated $11,019,000 in economic recovery funds from the
stimulus bill for construction, repairs, and equipment.

  

"I'm proud that the recovery bill will help us honor our nation's veterans.  I supported the bill for
exactly this reason - these are local projects that will make our local communities stronger and
put people to work doing repairs and construction, with the added benefit of supporting our
nation's veterans," said Halvorson.

  

The funding is part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, also known as the
stimulus bill.  The bill passed Congress and was signed last February with the purpose of
saving or creating over three million jobs, including an estimated 8,600 jobs in the 11th District. 
Funding for each of the projects is contingent on the State matching some funds and meeting
the additional reporting requirements in the recovery bill. Amongst the local beneficiaries,
$8,308,000 will be made available to the LaSalle Veterans Home to pay for the 80 bed addition,
$391,000 is allocated to the Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery for repairs and equipment, and
$2,320,000 is available to the Manteno Veterans Home for construction and repairs.

  

"Projects like these are exactly why I supported the stimulus bill and did not support the bank
bailouts - these are funds that will be spent in our communities, impacting people that deserve
our assistance. This is really going to benefit the veterans in our community who gave so much
to keep our country free.  Veterans have given so much to our country - it is our duty and
obligation to provide them with the best care and facilities, and I'm proud the stimulus bill will
help us do exactly that."
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Eligible local veterans and survivors will also receive $250 one-time payments to mitigate the
effects of the current economy.  The Department of Veterans Affairs estimates payments will
begin in June 2009. To be eligible for the $250 payment, VA beneficiaries must have received
compensation, pension, dependency and indemnity compensation, or spina bifida benefits at
any time between November 2008 and January 2009.

  

The VA will use its existing payment records to determine eligibility for the $250 payment, and
beneficiaries will receive their payments in the same way they receive their monthly VA benefits.
 VA beneficiaries who also receive benefits from the Social Security Administration or Railroad
Retirement Board will be paid through those agencies, and will therefore not receive the
payment from VA.

  

"Supporting our nation's veterans has always been an important priority of mine. I'm so pleased
to have been able to maintain that commitment with my support of this bill."

  

Halvorson recently introduced her first piece of legislation in Congress, which would eliminate
VA health care copayments for catastrophically disabled veterans.  Halvorson is the only Illinois
member of the House Veterans Committee.
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